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when familles cancot live in meighborheads ¢r housing of thelr

choice, they m=ay experience a variety of assoclated problexs.  Some Rave
io% related prohlexms. They travel leong distances o were ©r are unal.e
to take a ot in ancther city. Cthers are upsat because their ci-ildren

caznot go to the schoouls of their cheoice. Faxzilies ofzea pay cver c.e-
c: thefr incone for housing because they are refused cheaper houi-
ing. 17 no-children policies have caused families to be shutiles (riz
riilar to pasct, froz cne undesiratle living condizicn to ancther,
ezotional proz.ezs and depressicn can result., Fazilies are frighternec
vy thelr loss of control over treir lives.

. A}

Altncugh sufficient income may _zprove a fazily's chance of reszlv-

.i1d related housing problems, {t will zmot prevent thex, Fazilies
witn incozes cf $.7,000 or more complained cf the saze types of assoolate:
problexs as thcse with less incoze.

Fortv-eight percent cf the respcndents were single heads-of-hcuse-
ncid; all but three of these were wozen. Female heals—of~hcusehcll ex-
perience assoclated problecs related to no~chiliren policies mere fre-
suertly than married househclds,

Among the respcndents to Ll e PIAs, ziicrities were the most heavily

v rescrintive rental policies., The

burdened by seriois prchliexs causel b
severity of thefr burden may be the result of insvilic.ent 1lniowe.
However, ever swong those with {ncomes of $15,000 and abeve, a

Q
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T™wo cf the major network television affiliates in Los Angeles refised
to run the PSAs because of lucal coniroversy on a perding city ordinance
prohibiting discrimination om the basis of age. Another Los Angeles sta-
tion lost the PSA tape. These prohlezs severely affected the respon:e from
Los Angeles, limiting the pctential respondent population.

Unexpectedly the PSAs were picked up or cable televisicn and broad-
cast all over the United States. <alls outsicde the pre-selected cities
were included in the survev results.

Once the nine-day cail-im periocd of “iclally began, thiee telephone
lines were operaticnal from 9:C0 ..m. to midnight with Spanish and English
speakinz interviswers available fo- calls. At Ieast fcur interviewers were
present at all times, allowing an interviewer to rctarte ~f{ the telephone
in order to complete paper work. Cails were accepted for am additional
wez2x after the designated pericd.

It was soon appareat tha: the heaviest call-in periocs immediat- 1y
followed the running of a PSA. This clustering of calls limited the ==der

L ircerview tock about f.iteen

(8]

of respenses which could be recorced since ea
minutes to complete. It may be assumed that many people gave up after get-
ti-z a busy sigral for a long period of time. Crro of the PSAs which ran
befsre the questionnaire could be adzinistered generated tweaty-six calls

1z forty-five minutes. This nuzber of calls would save been physically
izpogsitie 1f a que lomnaire had beesc fillec out. TIf three phones cperated
full-tize for a nine-lJay period, a maximuz of 1,620 -alls cculd be taken

a: the rate of fifieen minutes per cali. Appreoxizately oce-zhird cf the
maximunr was realized iz this survey.

The interview process beyan with cpen-ended questizcns, solicitir

[

che respondeat's owm explanation of her problems withcout direction frez the



-

i

in-erviewer. The interviewer recorded a short narrative and dic not probe
to find out about associated difficulties related to finding housing which
toor childrern. 17 the resrondeat mentionel a jcb, transpertatien, schoct
or dav care, financial, emotional or evicticn preblem, 1t was reoirica.
After this ofening, a structured Guesticnnaire was used to gather {-icr-
watior abcus the respondent's hcusing search, housing situation during the

lccations, current houcing conditions and householc de-

T-e use ~f pubtlic service ian~unctements s a novel ayyroach te ct-
taini i a samy.e. 1n this case it proved to be a relatively inexpersive

anl easv wav tc reach a group of respondents froz a specific yporulation.

16 a rurdcz digic claling svstex had beer utilizel irstead, it is conzei¢-
a*.le that 7% calls would have haf te be mace to contact one familv w_th
2/
crildrer w-c hal experienc:? problexms in rental housing .~ bo known stodlies
m.vp hoe- sond.cted, however, to determing the representativeness cf a
sar-.e o:nainel b othils meth
THE SAMrL
- samp.e of compltinants is like’y to ciller froz a purely ranlcos

~ilzTern poaities T-e ressondent Tut RS
geeing ©r hearing It cn televisicn or rat.o of ©.nl have golten the inicr-
zaciom frem a friend cr a iccel organizallin OT gTCUT Eousehclis wWinioh
¢s not nave a zelevisinc anc’cr a telephene will be tnierrepresentel. Al-
tho._ = tre PSA was rurn on Spanist speaxing teleisicr and radio staticos ant

1T, :

-

v-~e Survev Kesearch Cexter at the Uaniversity cf Michigan conducted researc!
€or WD or discrizination against children in housing. In order o reac. 10GT
renter householcs, 12,000 randez digit ni=ter were called. Omly 12.4 percent
of these househclds were fazilies with children and of these SRC found approxi-
1zately 50 percesnt had experienced prcblems fIndiag a rental unit because they

o had children. Robert w. Marans et. al., Measuring Restrictive Pental ?racfices

ERIC Affecting Famijdes with Chilcren: A Na-icnal Susvey (Office of Folicy nge:.c;-

ment anc Research, U.S. Departzen: of Housizg and Urban Developzed:, 19E2).
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Eighteen per-ent 2f the sazple were maies an? 82 percent fezu.lvs.
The majlority were narried, 52.4 percent, while 47.6 percent were sinylc
heads-of-households. Omnly three of the ninetv-nine males who callel
were single heads-of-households. In terms of racial composition, 67.5
were white, 25.8 percent black and 6.6 percent HiSFanlc.é/

Over 50 percent were looking for two-bedroom apartzents. In terms
of vrice range, 41.4 percent of the sample were willing to pay $3%0 or
—ore a month including utilities and 24.5 percent $350 or mere; thar rest
wanting lower cost housing.

The median annual household income of all respondents was about

~

Those with incomes over $15,000 are not execpted from proviens

<
+
(V9]
-
0
L
[l
.

resulting frox= restrictive rental practices. Even those familles with

{rcome of $30,000 or more feel the effects of no-children policies.
nifficulries in finding housing are not the sole domain of large

families. Bv far, the majority of respondents had two children or less,

65.3 percent, with 38.7 percent having cre child or less.

Tre dezograph.:s of the sazple underscore the fact that all tvpes
of pecp.z are affectec by exclusicnary reatal practices.
2 ~4o Azericac Indians and twe of Asia These

n bazkground called alsc. o
, vere c.agsiiied as white since the nixzler was 80O small.
<
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TABLE 11

PERCENT CF RESTONDENTS BY LOCATION AND Ihovif

3,0l 3000 90006- b, M- 15,900 [N 0,000
iy or_less w893 8 L 1,949 Wi of more
Los Angeies 3 b R Ll 1.7 )oK 9.7
Dallas 4.0 6.0 19.x 2 1.4 KR 4.0
Fort Wor:h 54 4.5 19,0 13,3 P, [h. | i B
Columbus 1.1 b8 15.0 ) 2. 9,0 !
Oklahoma 1ty 5.0 8,0 29,9 19,9 L5.b b L
Atlanta 1] 1] 12,8 179 . 15 N ]
Hartfor 10,9 1348 5.1 13,1 12,7 .. 0,1
Other Citles §,] 1.5 26,0 .1 1.3 N 29
Total Sample 1. ] 0.0 M0 15,6 15, ] 6.0

#Percentage among those reporting nceme,
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Five nurirec and forty-six or 9£.¢ percent of the respondents called
thv toll-frec runber to tell of the diffic.ities thev had experienced in
finiiny rental housing because thev had children., This was by far the most
izportant pretlez on their minds, Typical responses involved an emotional

reartion te the time and etfort spent in an ¢ 'ten unsuccessful housing search.

s
23
]

;ev ex;ressel frustration, anger, cenfusion, desperation and depression.
Man. told of systezmatic, research-like effcrts to locate available housing
w.iih woui¢ accept a fazily of treir characteristics.

Arbitrary policies regarding the nunber and/or ages of children izpeded
zany ard totalliy defeateld others in their search. According to one mother,
Y veu have zere than one child or 1f your child is over eigh:, you zmight
Mo attezpt was made to categorize the different restric-
tions respondents were told of by apartment managers and owners of rental
properties. People said that usually thev were refused because they had too
many chiliren or their children did not f£it the age guidelines of a corcplex.
In soms instances respondents said they were tolid they would have to rent a
larger, mcre expensive apartment than they either needed or desired hHecause

d not aliow more than crne c¢ct.il2 20 a tecroom or c¢children

r
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o
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O
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of cifferent scx to share a bedrcoz. The =rriad o! reasons givern to respir-
ents which prevented them froz renting aveilatle units were too varied to
be fully related | but most ofter ther were told a coxplex was "all adults.”
Parents were told of non-existent federal, state and local laws which

restrict the auzher of childrea to a bedrocz or an apartment. One woman was

., "In Texas only one child 15 allowed tc an apartment.”
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Scme respondents Jomplalned that only exjensive apartzents, ones
beyond thelr financial reach, t.ok ¢"ildren. Others sald the nice apart-
ments ''with amenities like sauras, swimminyg pools and whirlpools" wculd
not zaxe children. There were cozxplaints of having to live in complexes
which were overrun with children, creating a '"bad environment In whill
to ra.se a fazily."

Fou-teen or 2.5 percent reported that in desperation they hal lic
abcut the ages or the nuzher of children they had in order to get an apari-
ment or house. One wozan said she was hiding ner nine year cld son an
2}1-a. .1t cozplex. A few complained of the severe restricticns im; L en

thez Secause of their children, such as threats of eviction if a ¢t 13 was
’

[N

ever found cutside without a parent.

A common c¢ompriaint was that apartzents which eccept children were i

bad neighhorhoods’ or in "high crime ateas.” A weman from Criahcza Citv

Al LA

said she wanted a 'safe’ neighborhood, ''one where whites live,

tre racial cozposition of relghborhoods celdom was zern: ioned cutriche:,

or zai~ritv blacx neighborhoods were often nazed irn this contex:.

1 -~ c (1]

fre resosndent said, "The conly places families can rent are in South Dallas.

”"”

Arother said, "They expect us to live in Scuthwest Atlanta. Local studies

. </ 5/
sre in Arlanza— and Dallas—

(49

itien

*ey
e
o
«Q
)
[34]

found that minority areas o
were fa- less exclusionary toward fazmilies with children than the zajority

white areas. 1In addition, the prei.zminary findings of a naticnal survey

ﬁ/A study conducted by Atianta Housing Opporzun:ty and Equality (HOPE) fcr
Children found in the northerr half of Atlanta, which is predozicantly white,
43.7% of the units do not allow chiléren, while in the southern half, which 1is
predozizantly black, orly 6.4% refuse children.

i/A study coaducted by J G & Assoclates in Dallas found that 68% of the com-
slexes ir the northern predozimaatly whit. nalf of the city refused children,
compared to 11X in the southern half which contains a malority of the zminority
E i&:‘ populatioan.
,.K
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of apartme:t policies shew that in large cities predeminantly white neigh-

borhocis were twice as likely to have no-children pelicies thnn predo: inant-

N s L. 6/

¥ biack neighburhoods.—
A few black and Hispanic respondents felt that restrictions apainst

cnildren were an excuse to discriminate for racial or ethnic reasons. One

sald, "They as« the ages of your children first and then thev tell vou what

their policies are.'
+

Length of Search
Respondents who reported difficulties in finding rental housing were
asved a series of questions pertaining to their search, It was first de-
terziped whether they were actively looking, had found scmething or hal
fiven up. A large majority, 68.4 percent were actively looking, 25.7 per-
cent had founc something, and 5.9 percent had given up. Those who said thev
had found scmething, PFut it was unsatisfactory to ther so that the. were
still actively lcoking for a better alternative, were classified as active-
17 looking. Respondents were questioned about the type of hou:ing, nusber
of bedrooms and the price range they sought. They were also asked the num-
ber of weeks they had been searching. Of the entire saxple, 55.1 percent
had been searching for over nine weeks. For soze families these long
search pericds led to acceptable housing, for others thev did not. FYor
the 68 percent who salid they were actively locking, the search period had
rot reached a successful conciusion.
A long search period was not always associated with a severe housing pro-
tlez. It 1is true that many people who had been searching for six moanths cr more

had severe housing preblems, prizmarily due

(ad
O

what they view as overcrowded or

substandard conditicas. Others, however, who had been searchiag ror this

5 -
—/The SRC study finds that in urban areas throughout the country 29. of

Q the units In predominantly white neighbcthoods refuse children, compared
[SRJ!:‘ to 1B in the predominantly black neighborhoods.
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lengsh cf time and even muca longer had no sigrnificant housing protlers
at all, but the; des.red hcusing in a specific suburb or reighborhood or
rhey waated something a bit nicer or bigger than their present quarters.

There is little doubt that a family moving from one city o another
.s under intense pressure to find a place to live. One such white couple
with two small girls, age four and fourteen mouths, had moved into the
Hartford area about three mcnths before calling the toll-free nucbher.
Their anaual income was 522,000 and they were looking for a two-bedrecoxm
house or apartment which rented for $350 to $407 a month. It took thex
ten weeks before the; found a two-family house which rented for $340 with-
out utilities. During this period they lived with friends.

In another case, a white couple and their one year ald child lived
with 3 cousin while making a move from Indianapolis to Dallas. Their in-

come was over 530,000 and they were searching for a two-bedrcom apartzent

i~ the $230 zo $399 range. 5 a two-week period they had not founc any-
thing

The long length of search involved in firnding rental housing aillowing
crilcéren has had an effect on Section 8 certificate ho.ders. Of the total

sazple 6.9 percent held such certificates. Many of these were worriec

that they wculd not be able to find landlords who would take children “e-
‘sre their sixty-day 1izit ran cut and thev feared thelir certificates <213
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from being properly heatel and resulted in high utilisy bills. Several
reported problems such 3as colds and sinus trouble, which they felt were
caused by insufficient heat.

Staries were told about rats and severe roach ir.‘est.rion. One mother

even e beds." Another told
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es tovering
0f noles under the sinxk which rats kept coming through. Plumbing problems,
whicn resulted in soggy carpeting, were especially depressing to manry.
Jme salld there were ''toadstcols’ growing in the carpet.

~-e feeling cf many :espor ‘ents whi carorted substandard conciticns
1v units were aliowed to €31 4nto disrepair because the owners
wrew that famtlies hal no place o go and were forced to take what they
Lould ger. There were frequent IOTICNLS aSour indecent and uninhabitable
mousing wrnich families elther rad turn:d downm or had been required tc accept

ves
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N e humired ans twentv-four heoo.sehslas (ol.s rercent) cozplained abouz
a variery of sitzuatichs whilh precipirated a forced move, Yorty throe or

the total saz,.e had to move due to 2 change in policy
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ght or 5.1 percent had to zove
Fecause ey were expelting 3 ~hili or thev were gaining custocy cf a child.
Seven or 1.3 percent sald ey weTe seing forced teo zove because their

~mildren were 0TS Ul deSiroiiive OF because thev felt the “andlord just

- -hiliven. A variety of other L .asons were given f{or tnese

fcrced mowes incluiing retaliatery eviciionms which foliowed tenant cozplaints.

ts cizv zificf{als aboutl subszanzard csndliticns.  Scze had to leave houses

Jhi-v t=e Lancd.-rd wazted to sell Or rect tc a reilative.



A szall grour cf respondents called because thew kKnew that the o wi .l
be evicted 17 they should have & «cnild ani thev were a2 utely aware tnit

apartzments which take children are difficcls to find. They cozplaine!

5

abcut this ourside interference in personal decisions con “ning chill-

Jvercrowding and Deubliing-~Us

.

C! the total sample 39.1 percent saic tha: thev had lived in ..rer-

rowcecd conditions during the last year. The ircidence of overcrowsin:

r

is relazed to the unusually large number of respondents who reported havinag
to live with family or frieads because of restr.ctive reun al pelicies azzinst
children. Forty-four percent of the total sample had doubled up with an-ther
housenold at sometime during the last vear, :nd ic¢.5 percent were still liv-
irg this way at the time they were intervi~wed. This was reported mcst
often by wmini ‘es, female hezads of hcuseholds and those with the lowes:
incores. Yet even in the income range of $30,000 or over, one-third had
lived with someorne else.

At the time they called in answer to the PSA, a married couple anc
their four children, age six months to six years, had lived with the husband's
parents for four months. The husband had been transferred froz an army base
ir California to one in Georgia. His parents had a small six-room, three-
bedroom house just outside the Atlanta cityv limits. The husband's tweonty-
nine year old sister and her six year old son alsc lived with thew. This
meant that ten people, five adults and f{ive young children, were sharing a
three-bedrooz house, while this young couple searched for a house or apart-

ment which wo:1d accept their children.

ERIC : ,
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Npe woman saii that she and her *wo childrea had lived so long at
her parents, while attempring to find an a,artzent that would tan» children,
her parents were =) .0nger speaking to either her or the childrer.

Fa—ilies w.-h children were living not calv with parents but with
grandparents, in-laws, sisters, brothers, aunts, .ccles, cousing, or
f-ier 3. Ever- cozbination imaginable was rezorted and in a ca
cases the result was overcrowding.

~he U. S. Ceansus has traditicnally measured crowding by the cumber
of persons in a housing unit. Llaits with core than one person per roooz
are considered overcrcwied. Applying this sta~dard, 27.6 percent of the
respondernts currently live in overcrowded tondi.’ons. Tne re .pondents’
serce-tion of cvercrowding differed only slighzlv :-cm the standard meaisure-=
—ens. Since soze respondents could not Take use ot all their living area
Lecause Some rooms were impessi e to heat, the perscn per room measure

wav YSe distorzeld.

FPERSLN FPEX ROTM _N SESPONDENT'S CURRENT HOUSING BY

WHET=EF OR NOT RESPOWDENT FEELS OVERCROWDED

1.0 1.6
or_less 1.1-1.5 or mcre
:2sionieoat feels overcrowced:
YES 24 47 71.17% 91.387%
NO 5.6 28.5% §.2¢,
Total Cases 377 83 €1

O
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Separatica of Family Mezber

13}

[

Because they could not find rental housing which would accept children,
15.2 percent of the respondents said their fazily had had to live separatel=
during part of the past year. Orf this grouy 72 percent had been parted for
over a month, 35.9 percent for over four months and 17.2 percent for over
six months. In : large majority of cases children are sent to live witn
reiatives, while their parents live in aduvlt complexes and centinued te
search for family accommedations.

When job transfers precipitate a housing search i{n a new cemmunity,
it is comzonly the practice for the wife and children to stay behind for

long periods of time, while the husband searches for housing.

Non-Traditional Housing

During the past year 6.9 percent cr thirtv-eign: of :the respondents had
lived in a non-traditional circumstance. Four had lived ir a car, three in
a van, three 1n an abandcned building, and nine nad camped out. Two of this
group had combined experiences. Thirteen respondents reported living in
motels and two in hotels for ex  ~ded periods of tize. Cver half of these
had lived in these non-traditicnal situations for over a month, three for

six to twelve months and two for over one vear.

Forced Purchase of House

Twenty-eight or 5.1 percent of the sarple were buying a home. Of
these, twenty felt that they were forced into a home-buying situation be-
cause of exclusionary rental practices against rchildren. Seventy-five
percént of this group said that they were having financial problems because

of beccuing homeowners.



Mpobile Homes

The nat:re of the protlexz is unusual in respect IO mobile hozes.
Although most perscns calling in +ho lived in mebile hemes owned these
hozmes, they rented the spaces in which thev were located. Eight respendents

cozplained that their trailer park was changing its pclicies and nc long

>
.

[§9)

Subsidized Housing

0f the total sample, 9.2 percent sought s’ e (>ro of subsidized hous-
ing and 10.1 percent lived in subsidized housing. Scme of those who were
living in public housing said they wanted to move into priv:zte housing
and had sufficieat income to do so; however, thev were unable to find 3
place which accepted children.

Saction 8 certificate holders made up 6.9 percent of the sample. For
five percent of these were from Hartford. Several of the responde:.’s who
are presently using their certificates ccmplained of substandard conditions
and high utility bills of over $200 per morth during the winter wonths,

this either being fully or partially the expense of the respcndent.

Associated Problexs

The study was geared to study housing problems resulting from ex-
clusionary renzal policies against children. o prching was done on other
problezs. If the respondent felt problems were directly related tc no-
children policies, they were recorded as mentioned. Tahle VIII shows the
problems mentioned b absolute frequencies and percentage cf the total

sample.

O
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TABLE VIII

ASSCCIATED PROBLEMS MENTIONED BY RESPONDENTS

Job School/Dav Care Transportation Ezotional Financial

Frequeacy 79 53 33 35 93
Percent 14.3 9.0 6.0 t.3 16.€

Financial problems were most Zrequently mentioned, with excessive
rents and deposits a major concern. If brought up, an analysis was cade
to deterzine 1if more than one-third of the respondent's income was .oing
to reat. Fift:-seven or 10.3 percent of the sazple fell in this categorv.
It should be exphasized that these pecrle felt that adequate, less ex-
pensive rental units had been denied them because of their children ani
they were forced into these financially draining positions in order tc
have a roof over their heads. Omne woman from Dallas was paying $360 a
month for rent and an average of $90 for utilities. This took over half
of ner income. In addition, she said restric:ive policies forced her to
live a long way from her work, which resulted in excessive transportation
costs., At the time she called in she was about to send the children to
live with rel::iives and move into a less expensive adult comple:..

Job problems were varied, but of the seventy-nine responde-ts mention-
ing this problem, a majority related tc traveling long distances to work.
Thirty-five of the respondents had encountered frustrating rental problems
which interfered with their ability to make job transfers or take new jobs.
Fifteen complainants felt that exclusionary rental! practices had caused
them either to lose a job or be denied a new job opportunity. Of the
respondents who me.. .oned job related prcbliems, twenty were involved with

transfers across state lines.
O
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The desire to move to a neighborhood where the schools or day care
facilities were perceived as being better was the mOst COmZON categery
mentioned in this school/day care problez area. Some needed to move tO 3
neighborhcod where a special school existed, such as a school for the blind
or deaf. Others spoke of being forced to leave an area where their children
were happy with the schools and their friends.

Some respondents told of having to live in areas where public trans-
portation was inconvenient or non-existent, which forced them to drive or
walk long distances » work or shopping centers. The emotional problex
spoken of most frequently was depression caused by difficulty in finding
housing and living in substandard or overcrowded housing. Also, some
respondents said tneir children felt guilty because * . ~mily was under-
going hardships because of their presence.

A typical story was relatec by a woman who lived about twelve miles
outside of Hartford. She and her husband are about thirty and have two
small girls. They are in the middle income range of $15,000 to $20,000.
They were forced out of a complex they had lived in for eight years because
policies toward children had changed. They had to pay additional money
to stay on longer until they found a place, but finally moved to what they
classified as a substandard unit. The move resulted in long travel distances
to work. At the time they responded to the PSA, they were having to move
again because the place was being converted to condominiums. The moving
cost was a burden to them but also they were experiencing many emotional
problems caused by these circumstances. Above all, they mentioned being

"frightened" over the loss of control over their lives.
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The Characteristics cf the complainants were cezpared with those

of all rental households with children in five of the six metropolizan

9/

areas.—

The racial compositicn of complainants is founa to be significantly
different froé all rental households with children with minorities overrepre=~
sented in Hartford and Oklahoma City, but not in Los Angeies, Columbus or
Atlanta}Q/ Table IX shows the percentage of complainants by race for
each cityv. The percentages of all rental households with children bv race
are shown in parentheses.

lests on income levels show that compiainant households with children
in the §15,000 and above category are overrepresented to a statistically
sig .ficant degree in Atlanta and Los Angeles, but not in Hartford, Colucbus
or Cklahoza City.ll/

Zince recent studies show that no-children complexes are more likely

to be located in majority white neighborhoods, this may account for the

low number of minority complainani. and the overrepresentation of higher

E/Ihe characteristics of rental families with children in each metropclitan
area were estimated from the most recently available Annual Housing Survey

of the SMSA. The surveys of Atlanta, Columbus and Hartford were done in 1975,
O«lahoma City was done in 1976 and Los Angeles was done in 1977, The 1977
survey of Dallas/Fort Worth is nct yet available.

lg/Chi Square tests of independence were performed to find out i{ there were
significant differences between the complainant survey population and the

rental households with children of the AHS. With a significance level of

.05, any Chi Square equal to or greater than 5,991 with one degree of free-

dom would not support & null hypothesis, that there {s no significant difference
between the two populations. The ability to detect differences on a statisti-
cal basis is seriously limited by the small sample sizes in a&ll cities.

ll/ﬂousehold incomes were compared after adjusting for inflation. The incomes
of the respondents were deflated using BLS family budget data for moderate
income households. ‘
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IX

PERCENT OF RESFONDENTS BY LCCATION AND RATIALJETHNIC IDENTITY

City Percent white Percent Black Percent Kispanic
Los Angeles L6.7% 33.3 % 20.0 *
(45.1) * * (15.4) * * (38.6) * »
Dallas 74.5 17.6 7.5
{ NA ) ( NA )
Fort Worth 75.3 13.0 8.7
( Na) ( NA )
Coluzbus 86.7 11.1 2.2
(83.13 (1.3} ( .6 )
Cklahozma Cicty 7C.9 26.1 -
r=e.2 (11.02 (2.7
Atlanta 775 22.5 -
(65.1) (33.6) (1.3
Har:sf-:d 34.8 50.0 15.2
(69.6) (18.9) (11.5)
Cther Cities 85.1 14.0 1.9
Tota. Sample €7.5 25.8 6.¢

- & Percentage among these reporting race.
**Annual Housing Survey
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income hLouseholds in sorme cities.ki- Ian Atlanta, the site of one of
these studies, higher income housenolds are overrepresented azong ccm-
plainants. Omly 2.5 percent of the Atlanta cozplainants were black,
although AHS data show that 33.6 percent of rental households with
children are black. Although :~ recent AHS data are avallable for Dallas,
another city in which no-children »olicies have been studied, the 17.9
sercent figure for black complaina:ts appears to be relatively low.
The incomes of cocplaimants in Dallas were relatively high compared to
the other cities in ‘s research with 46.7 percent making $13,000 or
more annually. It pve that fewer minorities responded from Atlanta
and Dallas because the minority areas in these cities have more complexes
which accept children. Upper income whites, on the other hand, are more
apt to be affected by these pclicies since thev have traditicnally lived
ia the neighberhoods which currently are the most restrictive when renting
to families with children.

Citles with severe housing shortages such as Hartford may be

tore likely to have a greater representation of lower income
and minority complainants. When housing shortages are pre-

sent throughout a city, no children policies could spread to all

areas, rather than be concentrated in majority white neighborhoods. Low
income households, who have traditionally been housed in older sections
of a community through the filtering down prccess, will find fewer hous-
ing opportunities available to them. As housing in these areas becomes
‘more restrictive toward children, low income families with children may
have their housing options almost totally removed.

Only in Hartford was the household status of complainants found to

1
-Jysee footnotes 4, 5 and 6
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be statistically different frorm all rental hcuseholds with childrer.
Here single heads-of-household were overrepresented. Tnis may be

partially explained by the fact that 14 percent cof the complainants

£rom Hartford were Section 8 certificate holders who were having protlers

finding eligit.e housing. It should be noted that although tests shew
no statistical differences by household status for the other cities,
in each city the percentage of single heads-cf-household is greater

among cocplainants than among all rerntal households with children.

TABLE X
PERCENT OF RESPONDENTS BY LOCATION AND HCUSEROLD STATUS

City Percent Married Percent Singlc
Los Angeles 54.8 * 45.2 *
(60.6) * * (39.4) * *
Dallas 57.9 2.1
( N&) ( NA
Fort Worth 69.o 3N.4
( NA ) (NA)
Colunmbus 53.5 46.5
(64.6) (35.4)
Oklahoma City 53.8 46, 2
(62.5) (37.5
Atlanta 6C.C 40,0
(66.4) (33.6)
Hartford 37.9 62.1
(62.8) (37.2)
Other Cities 53.7 46.3
Total Sample 52.7 47.3

*Percentages among those reporting household status.
*%Annual Housing Survey
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the percentage of minorities, who experienced sericus housing problewms
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Exclusiornary rental practices 2agalinrst children are percelved
as a very sericus prodblex, so zuch so thas several tersons pct vet expect-
ing a child, bur anticipating one were ameng the respondents. These
rexral pclicies affecrt alzost all segzents of the reatal popalaticn: szall
and large families, middle-class and poor, whites as well as btlacks and
Hispanics, married ccuples ard single heads-of-household. It 1is one of
the ‘ew areas of discriziration so evenly applied, yet one cf intense
frustration, as any form of discrimiratica is. No cne is exempt, Zironi-
cally, evea in a nation firmly commizted to preserving the family.

Fax!lies cc3y  1in that many reatal units, which have vacancies
and are in their price range, either ex:lude all children or exclude thex
by poii.fes which izpose age lizits or restrict the number of children
allowed. Farents per..'ve that a large segzent of the rental market which
dces accept children is marginally to extremely substandard. For the lack
of a better alternative, thirty-six percent of the respcndents were living
{n what they felt wc¢re cubstandard housing units at the time the survey
was conducted.

More than half ¢ the 3urvey complainants had to search for more
thas nine weeks for rental housing which would accept crildren. The
expense of the search was not dealt with in tnc study, but it is assuzed
that the cost of time and transportation wculd be high, especially so
when the person worked full-time. A large majority ¢f all complainants,

67 percent, had nct yet found a satisfactery rental unit despite long

periods of search.
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when fazmilies were ucable to find a place to reat, they reported

living in & variety of situaticns. ODuring the past year + percent of

[

11 respondents had lived with family or friends, 19 percent had lived
with fazily members in separate nouseholds, and 33 perceat had lived in
cars, wvans, abandeoned buildings, or tents. 1 ecse percentages, represent-
ing fazmilies who have had to live in non-traditional circumstances in
larze part due to no-children palicies, exzphasize the seriousness of the
proble=.

Complainants varied somewhat from city to city in terms of race.
household status, s:ze cf family and income but the complaints they re-
gistered were the saze: family rental housing Is difficuly ro find; it
is cirer substandard; fazilies have trouble finding housing in the neigh-
torhoods of their choice; they are living in conditions unacceptable to
ttem and unfit for bringing up their children. Parents feel they are being
ill-tveated, as if they were second-class citizens, for not being able to
afford a single-facily dwelling; part of the American dream, it is true,
bhut unrealistic for many given the present economic conditions.

Fazilies do nct want to be segregated into high density, substandard
complexes, over-run by children and maintenance problems. Parents are
well aware that too many children in a complex can lead to destructiveness
and delinjuent behavior. If families had the freedom to chocse where they
live, t~is high concentration could be avoidcd, saving both the tenant and
the landlord unrecessary grievances. Zxclusionary policies are also para-
doxical when one considers that many of the landlcrds' complaints about

children would be diminished if these policies were not in place.



Although the sample sizes were too small to er ure statistical
significance, in all cities where Annual Housing Survey data were avail-
able, the complainant sample cf single heads-of-housenold was higher by
at least five percentage points th: ..l sin,.e heads—of~household with
children. In addition, single heaus-of-house..ole¢ had a .arger ferceantage
of sericus problems than mar}ied households. All but three of the coz-
piainant single hesds--:-household were female, suggesting that this
group is more sericusly affected by no-children policies,

Minorities are overrepresented to a significant degree in two of
the study sites. When controlling for an income level of 515,007 and
above, 1t is found that there Is a significant difference between the
housing problezs experienced by minori:ies and thcse experienced by
whites, with mincrities reporting serious problems =mcre often.

Pareancs feel dehumanized and insulted by the assumptions unceriy-
ing exclusionary rental policies: that fasilies are undesirable tenants,
that children are destructive, that parents will not tend to or manage
their children. They are hurt and bewilderec tc find themselves so
segregated. As one respondent put it: "Having a child is like having
leprosy,” a statement which succinctly describes the general feelings
of a ma‘ority of the cozplaints.

The study results provide accounts of parents who repert that both
they and their children experieace physical hardships aad emoticnal
suffering stexmirg from nc-children poliicles. Trer do not provide, how-
ever, first hand accounts u: the effects on the childrea thezselves,

Bow does it feel to be the cause of urwanted and difficult moves, to
‘eel resporsible f{or the fexmiiy Living in subszazdarl or overcrowde!
Q ’
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housing conditions, to be sent off to live with relatives and be sepa-
rated from your parent(s), or to be hidden in an all-adult comp’ex?
How coes a young mind react to being abiectly categorized as undesirable
to iive with?

The protlem of exclusionary rental policies against fazmilies with
children is a serious one, which has a great negative {mpact upon fanily
l:fe. It nc longer can “e denied that this proble= exists or thar it Iis

merely an econozic problenm.



